Percy Walter Peach

Lieutenant, 45" Battalion (Manitoba)
Canadian Expeditionary Force (CEF)

Percy Walter Peach was born in Sutton, Cambridgeshire, to Joseph Peach, a South African
merchant, and his wife Elizabeth (née Haddock). The birth is recorded in the period July to
September of 1884, but in his Attestation Paper Percy gave his date of birth as 20 November 1885.
The couple already had two children, Edward and Edith, and after Percy they had Stanley, Harriett,
Winifred, Dorothy and Nora.

In the 1891 Census the family was living at Airedale, 4 Dogsthorpe Road, Peterborough, where they
had four servants, including a nurse and a cook. Percy was christened here on 21 September 1894.
By 1901 they had moved to Cambridge and Elizabeth was now recorded as head of the family,
Joseph having died on 7 July 1897, leaving effects valued at £3357 14s 9d. The 16-year-old Percy
was living at home, but working as a bank clerk, as was his older brother, Edward. In 1911 Elizabeth
was living in Pampisford, Cambridgeshire, with Winifred, Dorothy and Nora. She gave her
occupation as ‘private means’ and Winifred’s as governess. Percy was now living back in Sutton
with his maternal grandfather, Benjamin Haddock, aged 84, a retired farmer, and was still working
as a bank clerk.
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Percy Walter Peach

‘Particulars of Family of an Officer or Man Enlisted in C.E.F.’, he wrote that he was his mother’s
main support and that prior to enlistment he had been sending her 25 dollars per month. He had
applied to the Paymaster of his unit for a Separation Allowance, but stated that this had not been
allowed as his mother was in receipt of 12/6d per week from the British Government on account of
his brother who was a trooper in the City of London Yeomanry.

Lt. Peach left Canada on 13 March 1916 on the S.S.Lapland and disembarked in England on 25
March. Following leave of absence, he reported for duty on 12 May with the 45" Battalion. This
leave may have included a visit to his mother as he later informed the Paymaster that he had left his
surplus baggage with her. On 6 April 1916 he was appointed Acting Assistant Adjutant at East
Sandling Camp in Kent. On 6 July he was temporarily attached to the 11" Reserve Bn. at St.
Martin’s Plains, Kent, and on 29 August he proceeded overseas to France to join the 52" Battalion
(New Ontario) CEF, where his active service was to be lamentably short. This battalion had
disembarked in France on 21 February 1916, where it fought as part of the 9" Infantry Brigade, 3"
Canadian Division, in France and Flanders until the end of the war. Percy joined his unit in the field
on 9 September. Canadian activity at the Somme was centred on Courcelette at this time. In its
first major operation on the Somme, the Canadian Corps had acquitted itself with credit, though the
week’s fighting had cost 7230 casualties. Among these was Lt. Peach, who received gunshot
wounds to the abdomen and back while in action on 18 September.

Percy seems to have been admitted to both the No.8 Red Cross Hospital at Le Touquet and the
No.2 Red Cross Hospital at Rouen, where he was reported as dangerously ill; but a week later he
was returned to England to the 1°' London General Hospital at Camberwell. He remained there for
18 days before dying from his wounds on the night of 12 October 1916.

Percy Walter Peach is remembered with Honour and is buried in the
churchyard of St. Leonard’s, Chesham Bois.
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His gravestone shows him to be an officer of the Manitoba Regiment of the Canadian Expeditionary
Force (CEF) and this is recognised in the title at the head of this narrative, though at the time he
was fatally wounded he was serving in the 52" Battalion (New Ontario), CEF. Walter’'s mother was
buried in the same grave when she died on 27 December 1946, aged 93 years.
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Percy Walter Peach

ADDENDUM'

Prior to enlisting with the Canadian Over-Seas Expeditionary Force, Percy Walter Peach was
employed as a clerk by the City Light & Power Company of Winnipeg,?later known as the Winnipeg
Hydro.

In the early 1920’s there was a proposal to erect a “Bronze Honor Roll” in the Company’s Princess
Street Showroom, commemorating those employees who had served in the Great War and due to
be unveiled in 1925. A list of names was produced and a sketch design created but it is not clear
whether the project ever reached fruition.>

"We are grateful to Darryl R Toews, of the Manitoba Historical Society, for the additional information and for kindly making
the photographs used on this page available to us.

2 Henderson’s Winnipeg City Directory 1915 p.1447. He does not appear in the 1916 directory.

% The Dotted Line (Winnipeg Hydro Newsletter early 1920’s).



