
Reuse 

Amersham’s Shopkeepers:  
Howell’s Dairy, 17 Hill Avenue 
The Howell family lived behind the dairy they ran on 
Hill Avenue. Alfred Howell was born in Amersham in 
1903, one of four children and the son of a dairy farmer. 
Growing up he lived at Brays Farm in Hyde Heath. In 
1934 he married Kathleen Proffitt with whom he went 
on to have five children. The family all helped at the 
dairy with the children helping when other staff were 
not available. 

Perhaps the issue that most upsets 
people about plastic packaging is 
when it is single use. In mid-century 
Amersham shopping did not usually 
result in waste, often because 
packaging could be reused. 

Milk was delivered by a local dairy, such as Howell’s 
Dairy on Hill Avenue. Fresh milk was bottled at the 
Hill Avenue site before it was distributed to local 
customers by pony and trap (in the 1950s) and 
later by motorised vehicle. The milk had cardboard 
stoppers which were put on by hand. Bottles were 
returned by customers and then washed by hand. 
Deliveries had to be daily because many people 
didn’t have refrigeration until the 1960s.  

The principle of bottle collections was not limited 
to milk. Glass bottles, used to sell soft drinks, 
could be returned to Amersham’s first self-service 
supermarket, Maypole. One former employee recalls 
having to store sticky bottles under the till once the 
customer had been paid 1d for their return. 

What can you do today? 
• Use a local milk delivery service, which offers a milk 

bottle return scheme

• Choose local producers who offer a refill service; 
Taylor Made Therapies in Chesham Bois will refill 
all cosmetics in the original packaging 

• Take plastic and glass bottles, jars and pots to 
a local refill shop, enabling you to reuse the 
packaging. Try the Refill Project in Chesham 

Chesham Bois Dairy delivery, early 20th century


